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THE COLOMBIAN ELECTION 


ANNCR: 
WITH NINETY-SEVEN PERCENT OF THE VOTES COUNTED, JULIO 


CEASAR TURBAY HAS BEEN ELECTED COLOMBIA'S NEW PRESIDENT...AS 


WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT BY VOA'S CLAUDIO ESKENAZE. 


VOICE: 

ALTHOUGH THE FINAL COUNT IS NOT EXPECTED BEFORE NEXT 

SUNDAY, IT NOW SEEMS CERTAIN THAT COLOMBIA'S NEXT PRESIDENT WILL 
BE THE LIBERAL CANDIDATE, JULIO CESAR TURBAY. MR, TURBAY DEFEATED 
HIS CONSERVATIVE OPPONENT BELISARIO BETANCUR BY A VERY SMALL 
MARGIN, AND THERE ARE REPORTS THAT THE CLOSE RESULTS MAY BE 
CHALLENGED BY THE OPPOSITION. 

COLOMBIA'S TWO MAIN PARTIES -- THE CONSERVATIVES AND THE 
LIBERALS -=- HAVE DOMINATED MUCH OF THAT SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRY'S 
POLITICAL HISTORY SINCE ITS INDEPENDENCE FROM SPAIN. THEIR 
IDEOLOGIES ARE BASED ON NINETEENTH CENTURY CONCEPTS OF LIBERALISM 
AND CONSERVATISM THAT HAVE LITTLE IN COMMON WITH THE MEANINGS 
ATTRIBUTED TO THESE TERMS IN MODERN DAY POLITICAL VOCABULARY. 

FOR THE PAST TWENTY YEARS, COLOMBIA'S LIBERALS AND CONSERVATIVES 
HAVE ALTERNATED IN POWER EVERY FOUR-YEAR PRESIDENTIAL TERM. 

THIS AGREEMENT ~- KNOWN AS THE NATIONAL FRONT -~ CAME ABOUT 

AFTER A DECADE OF BITTER POLITICAL RIVALRIES THAT LEFT MORE 

THAN TWENTY THOUSAND PEOPLE DEAD. IN THE OPINION OF MOST OBSERVERS, 
THE BIPARTISAN SHARE OF POWER WORKED WELL FOR COLOMBIA. WITH 

THE POLITICAL DISPUTES PUT ASIDE, COLOMBIA WAS ABLE TO EMBARK 

ON AN AMBITIOUS SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM WITH 
FAR-REACHING RESULTS AND A VISIBLE IMPROVEMENT IN LIVING CONDITIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. THE LIBERAL-CONSERVATIVE PACT LASTED 

UNTIL 1970, BUT SINCE THEN THE LOSING PARTY HAS STILL PARTICIPATED 


IN THE WINNER'S CABINET. 
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THE NEWLY~ELECTED LIBERAL CANDIDATE, JULIO CESAR TURBAY, 
WILL SUCCEED ANOTHER LIBERAL, PRESIDENT ALFONSO LOPEZ MICHELSEN. 
BUT OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT DEEP SEATED RIVALRIES WHICH 
SURFACED DURING THE PRIMARY ELECTIONS WITHIN THE LIBERAL PARTY 
WILL PROBABLY SPELL INITIAL TROUBLE IN FORMING A NEW CABINET 
ACCEPTABLE TO ALL. 

ALSO, DURING THE LAST FOUR YEARS OF LIBERAL PARTY RULE, 
COLOMBIA HAS BEEN BESET BY SPIRALING INFLATION, LABOR UNREST, 
HEAVY UNEMPLOYMENT AND WIDESPREAD CORRUPTION. THE SKYROCKETING 
INCREASE IN COFFEE PRICES OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS HAS HAD A 
DUAL EFFECT ON COLOMBIA'S ECONOMY. WHILE IT GREATLY INCREASED 
COLOMBIA'S FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS -- AS THE WORLD'S SECOND 
LARGEST COFFEE PRODUCER -- IT ALSO UNLEASHED AN UNPRECEDENTED 
CYCLE OF INFLATION AND SPECULATION. THIS IN TURN TRIGGERED 
WAGE DEMANOS WHICH ONLY SERVED TO FURTHER HEAT UP THE 
ECONOMY. IN ADDITION, THE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS COMING INTO 
COLOMBIA AS A RESULT OF COCAINE SMUGGLING HAVE INCREASED DEMAND 
FOR GOODS AND SERVICES THAT THE COUNTRY SIMPLY CANNOT PROVIDE. 

MR. TURBAY'S HANDLING OF THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN THE 
EARLY MONTHS OF HIS ADMINISTRATION IS EXPECTED TO DETERMINE 
TO A LARGE EXTENT THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S SUCCESS OR FAILURE. 
MEANWHILE, OBSERVERS SEE IN THE HIGH RATE OF ABSENTEEISM 
IN THIS WEEK'S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS ~- THE LARGEST IN 
COLOMBIA'S HISTORY -- AN INDICATION OF THE DEGREE OF POPULAR 
DISSATISFACTION IN ONE OF THE FEW LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS WITH 


A SOLID DEMOCRATIC TRADITION. 


